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• Lost WW I. 

• Lost WW II. 

• Revolution vawe in Europe in 56

• In Poznan workers demonstration

• Stalinist regime

• Nikita Khrushchev's "Secret Speech
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• Lost WW I. 

• Károlyi goverment lost it’s support 

• He cede the power to Social Democratic 

party 

• Social Democratic party formed goverment 

with Communists

• Goverment declaring the Hungarian Soviet 

Republic
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• Kun Béla led the Communist Party of 

Hungary

• Previously aligned with Bolsheviks 

• They promised to deffend country from 

enemies

• Nationalizing industry

• From April, sporadic resistance against the 

Communists was constant
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• From April, sporadic resistance against the 

Communists was constant

• The government took a series of violent actions 

called the Red Terror and murdering thousands of 

local people 

• Hungarian Red Army conducted the Northern 

Campaign, a successful offensive against 

Czechoslovak forces

• This time, Romanian troops marched on Budapest

• The Soviet Red Army was never able to aid the 

Hungarian republic
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Horthy era:

• The Paris Peace Conference sent George Clerk to 

Budapest to support establishing a funtioning 

Hungarian Goverment

• National Army of Miklós Horthy marched into 

Budapest. By 30 March 1920,

• Irredentism—the demand for return of lost 

territories—became a central "Maimed Hungary" 

theme in national politics.
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WW II.:

• Irredentism was only supported by 

A.Hitler

• First Jewish Law in 1938

• Soiet Red Army occupied Hungary from 1944 

September until 1945 Apryl, 

• The second biggest fight after Sztalingrad 
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o The provisional national government formed on 22 

December 1944 in Debrecen

o Peace Treaty of Paris of 1947

o Hungary again lost all the territories that it had gained 

between 1938 and 1941

o Many of the communist leaders of 1919 returned from 

Moscow
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o The first major violation of civil rights was suffered by the 

ethnic German minority

o Half of which (240,000 people) were deported to 

Germany in 1946–1948

o Forced "exchange of population" between Hungary and 

Czechoslovakia

o Involved about 70,000 Hungarians living in Slovakia

o Somewhat smaller numbers of ethnic Slovaks living in 

the territory of Hungary
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Elections 1945:

o Independent Smallholders' Party, a center-right peasant party won

with 57% 

o Hungarian Communist Party received only 17% of the votes

o Marshal Voroshilov, refused to allow the Smallholders' Party to form a 

government on their own. 

o Under Voroshilov's pressure, the Smallholders organized a coalition 

government including the communists, the social democrats and 

the National Peasant Party in which the communists held some of the 

key posts

o On 1 February 1946 Hungary was declared a republic

o Zoltán Tildy, became president
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Elections 1945:

o Mátyás Rákosi, leader of the Communist Party, became deputy prime 

minister

o László Rajk, became minister of the interior 

o He established the Hungarian security police (ÁVH)

o Nationalized industrial companies again

o Banned religious civil organizations 

o Occupied key positions in local public administration

o In February 1947, the police began arresting leaders of the 

Smallholders Party
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Elections 1947:

o Communists only managed to increase their share from 17% to 24% 

o The Smallholders' Party lost much of its popularity and ended up with 

15%, 

o But their former voters turned towards three new center-right parties 

which seemed more determined to resist the communist onslaught: 

their combined share of the total votes was 35%

o Ultimately, all parties were organized into a coalition called the 

People's Front in February 1949, ungarian Constitution was 

introduced copiing the Sovjet ones from 1936

o Pople Republic of Hungary was anounced

o Rákosi, who as a chief secretary of the Hungarian Working People's 

Party was de facto the leader of Hungary
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Stalin/Rakosi era:

o His two most trusted colleagues, Ernő Gerő and Mihály Farkas had 

close ties to high-ranking Soviet leaders

o All three of them returned to Hungary from Moscow

o Their main rivals in the party were the "Hungarian" communists who 

led the illegal party during the war and were considerably more 

popular within party ranks is Rajk, their most influential leader,

o He was arrested in May 1949

o Rajk was found guilty and executed



„56” antecedents

Stalin/Rakosi era:

o The show trial of Rajk is considered the beginning of the worst period 

of the Rákosi dictatorship

o An estimated 2,000 people were executed

o Over 100,000 were imprisoned

o Some 44,000 ended up in forced-labor camps



„56” antecedents



„56” antecedents

Stalin/Rakosi era:

o All large and mid-sized industrial companies, plants, mines, banks of 

all kind as well as all companies of retail and foreign trade were 

nationalized without any compensation.

o Following Soviet economic policies, 

o Rákosi declared that Hungary would become a "country of iron and 

steel" even though Hungary lacked iron ore completely

o The forced development of heavy industry served military purposes. 

o Traditional strengths of Hungary, such as the agricultural and textile 

industries, were neglected
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Stalin/Rakosi era:

o In agriculture, the government forced independent peasants to enter 

cooperatives 

o Resisting „rich” peasants, called 'kulaks' in Russian, were declared 

"class enemies" and suffered sanctions

o Also, as part of efforts at separation of church and state

o Cardinal József Mindszenty was arrested in December 1948 and 

accused of treason
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Rivalry between communist leaders

o Stalin died on 5 March 1953 and a confused power struggle began in 

Moscow

o Some of the Soviet leaders perceived the unpopularity of the 

Hungarian regime and ordered Rákosi to give up his position as prime 

minister 

o Favor of another former communist-in-exile in Moscow, Imre Nagy, 

who was Rákosi's chief opponent in the party

o Rákosi, however, retained his position as general secretary of the 

Hungarian Working People's Party, and over the next three years the 

two men became involved in a bitter struggle for power
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