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2. The Forming:
 Between 1945 and 1949

1. The Beginning:
« End of World War |l (around
1944-1945),

« Soviet Union occupied and « Soviet Union gradually built-up

“liberated” Eastern communist dictatorships.
Europe.
* not yet a fully established communist parties took over power,
communist system abolished the multi-party system,
« growing Soviet political and created Soviet-style states.

Influence.




BTS2 SNE o COMMUNISM

N — political and economic ideology

Classless society
No social or economic classes — everyone is equal

Collective Ownership
SN All property and production owned by the community or state
SN .

Politics
One-party rule, full state control of the economy.

Limitations
Restricted political freedom and private ownership



RED STAR

unity of communist nations
guiding light of socialism

SICKLE

peasants— farmers

HAMMER

Industrial worker — working class

Blood of workers who died in revolution
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How Communists Took Power

Democracy — Coalition — Elimination — Dictatorship

Step 1
Formed coalition governments after the war.

Step 2
Gradually removed political opponents (Salami tactics).

Step 3
Nationalized industries, media, and education.

Step 4
Used secret police and propaganda to maintain control.




Communist Takeover in the
V4 Countries

pL Poland: 1947 rigged elections — full
communist control under Bierut.

HU Hungary: 1949 People’s Republic — Rakosi’s
dictatorship, show trials.

cz Czechoslovakia: 1948 Communist coup —
Gottwald as leader.

sk Slovakia: Part of Czechoslovakia under the
same communist regime.




Life Behind the
Iron Curtain

« Centralized economy
and shortage of goods.

« Strict censorship and
limited travel rights.

* Propaganda promoting
loyalty and equality.

* Cult of the leader —
portraits, slogans, songs.




When People
Began to Resist

» 1956: Hungarian Revolution
brutally suppressed by Soviet tanks.

» 1968: Czechoslovakia’'s Prague
Spring crushed.

» 1980s: Polish Solidarity movement
begins the fall of communism.




3 I g The Fall of the Berlin Wall
November 9, 1989

pL Poland (1989)
Solidarity movement won elections — peaceful

HU Hungary (1989)
Borders opened — first free elections in 1990.

cz Czechoslovakia (1989)
Velvet Revolution — peaceful

sk Slovakia (1993)
Became an independent democracy
after the peaceful split.

rRU USSR (1991)
Soviet Union officially dissolved
Cold War ended.



-~ oam W™ - Pew P _
N T = o LUN TR 28 Bl b o

e i} ipidils
o ! ‘3"" r;




